
PARENTs
GUIDE

HEALTH & SAFETY    
The nursery rooms are kept very clean.  Sheets are 
changed for each child and mattresses and toys are 
disinfected after each use.  Nursery attendants wear 
aprons and socks which are changed when necessary.  
We are very careful to see that everything possible is done 
to prevent any spread of germs.

If you child is not feeling well, please do not expose the 
other children or staff by bringing him/her to church.  We 
cannot accept a child who is ill.  We are a well-baby 
facility.  Some signs of illness in a child are:

 Unusual fatigue or irritability
 Coughing, sneezing, runny nose, runny eyes
   (green/yellow drainage from nose and/or eyes)
 Fever, Vomiting or diarrhea
 Inflamed mouth and throat
 Rash or open sores

(Note: Even if a child has been on antibiotics and is 
feeling better, if they are still secreting green or yellow 
fluids through sneezing and/or runny nose/eyes, they are 
still contagious and should not be brought to our nursery.)

If a captain notices that a child is sick, we may have to 
refuse to accept the child to protect the other children.

Please keep in mind Mark 10:14 “…permit the children to 
come to me; do not hinder them; for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.”  When we knowingly expose 
others to illness, the result is that we do hinder those little 
ones and their families from being able to come to 
worship the Lord and learn of Him.  Please be sensitive, 
allow your child to recuperate at home and then he and 
others can all enjoy our well-baby facility.

We are aware that illnesses can occur suddenly, so if a 
child is discovered to be ill during services, the parents 
will be notified and asked to pick up their child from the 
nursery.  If your child needs medication, the parent must 
handle it, as nursery attendants are not allowed to give or 
apply any medicines, including creams and powders.

We ask that you do not enter behind the nursery 
counter where children are cared for unless 
requested by our staff.  In addition to cleanliness and 
stepping hazards, we have found that the children 
are generally calmer when there is a minimum number 
of people coming and going.

NURSING/FEEDING
Feel free to nurse your baby in our nursery.  Just let the 
captain or an attendant know and they will see that you 
are made comfortable.  Our crawlers and toddlers receive 
a small snack, usually Cheerios, and/or graham crackers for 
crawlers, cheese crackers/fish for toddlers.  Please notify 
the captain of any allergies, or if you do not want your 
child to have a snack.  Your infant is only offered what you 
bring in a bottle.

YOUR NURSERY...
A COOPERATIVE EFFORT!
For every smooth running, efficient nursery there is one 
element that is essential as well as universal – enough 
adult attendants for every child’s comfort and safety.

It is exciting to see how God’s spirit is at work in the 
hearts of our people as more and more parents and 
non-parents have caught the vision to have “the best” for 
our children.  Won’t you join with us?  We challenge you 
to a ministry of care and concern for our children.

We invite you to come and get involved in a great nursery 
effort.  For more information on how you can be a part of 
our nursery, call our Nursery Coordinator, Carla Strunk at 
(360) 731-1148 and say, “I want to be a part of the nursery 
ministry.” You may also contact Carla via email - 
carla@silverdalebaptist.com.

“God loves a cheerful giver and delights in us when we 
serve one another in love.”  Come join us as we share the 
love of Jesus with our children and our friends!

LABELS & NUMBERING 
SYSTEM
Parents, please label all personal belongings, including 
bottles and cups, left for your child.  Name tags will be on 
both the child and the diaper bag.  A permanent number 
will be assigned to your child when a registration card is 
filled out and you have attended a few services.  This 
number will be used for calling parents out of the service, 
Sunday school, or event if you are needed.  (Look for your 
child’s number on the digital call box located in the 
worship center and in several other rooms of the church.)  
This number will also be on a retrieval tag given to you at 
the time you sign your child in.  You will need this tag to 
pick your child up.  If you would like someone else to 
pick up your child they must have the retrieval tag.  This is 
to protect the children and help us since we cannot know 
every family member and friend.

LEAVING YOUR CHILD    
Leave your child with the nursery captain at the check-in 
area.  It seems to help children at this age if you leave 
quickly and not return until you are ready to pick them up.  
If they see you before then, they do not understand you 
leaving them again.  Your child may cry when left with us.  
This reaction is a normal, healthy show of preference for 
parents.  You may want to leave your child’s favorite 
comfort measure with them to help the transition.  Fussing 
usually stops within a few minutes and becomes less 
common with regular attendance.  If your child continues 
to cry, and all efforts to console and comfort fail, we will 
ask you to return to the nursery to stay with your child.  It 
is our goal to make this as easy as possible on the parents 
and the child.  We will work with you until you are 
comfortable.

DIAPER BAG
Please include in your diaper bag a complete change of 
clothes (accidents do happen), bottles (please, no red or 
grape juices – the stains cannot be removed), and any 
other item your child may need.  We use disposable 
diapers for convenience.  Please let the captain know if 
your child is allergic to disposable diapers.

     

DEAR PARENTS,
Your child is considered very 
special at Silverdale Baptist 
Church.  To a large extent his/her 
feelings about God’s love 
develop as you lovingly care for 
him/her at home.  It is our desire 
to give your child the same 
special love and care that you 
give at home.  These small mem-
bers of our church family are very 
precious to us, as they are to 
Christ, and we want this worship 
time to be safe, warm, and 
secure.

We are excited about our ministry 
to your family and want to 
welcome you as part of our 
church body.  It is our prayer that 
we can be supportive of you 
individually and of your family 
within the context of the larger 
church family.

The Nursery is a cooperative 
ministry and we ask that a 
parent serve at least one 
service per month.

Please note:  In the event 
there is a shortage of volunteers at 
any service, the nursery captain may 
not be able to accept all children 
(or may ask the parent to delay 
leaving his/her child until more 
volunteers arrive) this is to ensure 
quality of care and safety for all of 
our children.

REGISTRATION
Sign your child in on the attendance sheet at the check-in area 
every time you use the nursery.  Please check the appropriate 
information on the sheet giving any special instructions 
including any allergies or health conditions we should be 
aware of.  Make sure to write where you will be under “Parent 
Location”.  This will make it possible to locate you if a need 
arises during your child’s stay with us.  It is church policy that 
a parent be on the premises at all times.

The person at the check-in counter is a captain who has been 
more extensively trained in nursery policies/procedures.  The 
captain should be able to answer your questions or direct 
you to someone who can.  Our Nursery Coordinator, Carla 
Strunk, is available to answer questions or take care of any 
concerns or needs you may have.

Generally, your child will promote to KidStuf Jr. class on the 
next promotion date following their second birthday (usually 
September and February).  We ask that parents continue to 
serve as long as your child uses the nursery during any of our 
service times:  Saturday Evening Service, Sunday mornings, 
or Wednesday nights.
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